


Chapter illustrations

The pictures that introduce each chapter are connected with
the chapter’s theme and have been combined with an il-
lustration from the 18th century and a photo of a plant — a
meeting between the past and the present.

Picture montage: Jonas Pertoft

The Teacher
Carl Linnaeus had the ability to talk about sci-

ence in a way that both entertained and fascinated

his audience. He always spoke freely, using key

words noted on a narrow strip of paper, see the

background picture. Perhaps he left room for his
thumb where the text is set in a little!

'The photo is of the twinflower. Johan Gronovi-
us the Younger gave this flower its name, Lin-
naea borealis, after Linnaeus. Linnaeus holds

a twinflower in his hand in many of his portraits. The plant

also runs as a decoration round his coat of arms.

Sheet of notes from the Linnean Society’s collection in London

The 18th Century
The Land Reform map dated 1763 shows fields (yel-

low) and meadows and pastures (green). Linnaeus’s
Hammarby is shown at the top of the map.
In Linnaeus’s time there were sometimes as

many weeds as crops in the fields. For example,

cornflowers were common in southern and cen-
tral Sweden. In Flora Suecia Linnaeus writes:
“Brightens up the fields. Mixed with tobacco,
more for its colour than its taste. Colours sug-

ar a nice blue colour.”

Map from Lantmiteriverket, Givle

The Scientist
The background picture shows the plan dated 1745

of the University Garden, now the Linnaean Gar-
den. This garden was made in 1657 by Professor
Olof Rudbeck the Elder. As a young student Lin-

naeus was given the task of giving demonstra-

tions in the garden. They were very popular, at-
tracting hundreds of students. The photo shows
the dog’s mercury, a plant that grew in the gar-
den in Linnaeus’s time. Read more about the

University Garden and dog’s mercury on p. 26-31.

Plan of the University Garden, Uppsala University Library
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The Physician

The picture shows a gingko twig from

a painting at Linnaeus’s Hammarby, and
fresh gingko leaves. According to a note

on the page, the twig comes from an old
tree at Harderwijk, Holland, where Lin-
naeus got his medical doctor’s degree. The
gingko is mentioned in a 5 000-year-old
herbal from China. This tree is thought to be able o improve
the memory, among other properties. It is called a living fossil
and the family was common 200 million years ago. Linnaeus
gave it its Latin name.

Photo: Nils-Erik Landell, from “Likaren Linné — medicinens
dubbel nyckel”, Carlsson Bokforlag, 2nd ed, 2006

Journeys in Sweden

There are many drawings in Linnaeus’s

notes from the journey to Lapland, in-
cluding one of a mountain landscape. | NEES
In the foreground are autumn-coloured
leaves of alpine bearberry, a common plant
on open land in the mountains.
Photo: Bearberry, Jonas Pertoft

Carl Linnaeus, Iter Lapponicum. Journey to Lapland, 1732 Vol. III:

Facsimile edition. Roger Jacobsson and Sigurs Fries, Lund, 2005

The Apostles

Even unknown plants from the whole
world could be placed in Linnaeus’s sexu-
al system. When Carl Peter Thunberg was
in Japan in the 1770s, he certainly had no
difficulty in identifying the Japanese lady’s
slipper which is a close relative of the Swed-
ish lady’s slipper, as the picture shows.
Drawing of the Japanese ladys slipper (Cyri-
pedium japonicum), the Thunberg Room, Museum of Evolution,
Uppsala University.

Photo: Ladys slipper (Cyripedium calceolus): Caroline Edelstam
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References

The picture shows the title page of Lin-
naeus’s first academic essay, Praeludia
Sponsaliorum Plantarum (On the Prelude
to the Wedding of Plants), dated 1729.
This deals with the reproduction of plants.
It is in the Uppsala University Library.
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