
A dizzying evolutionary journey



Jonas Anderson is an illustrator and comic 
artist who has created images for a multitude 
of books and magazines. Jonas is responsible 
for the images and design in Cats on the Run – 
a dizzying evolutionary journey.

The comic developed through a creative 
collaboration between: 

Johanna Aringer, who does research on how 
children and students learn new things within 
science, especially about evolution, and 
Lars Wallner, who does research on how 
comics and other pop culture can be used in 
school. They both do research and teach at 
Linköping University. 

Ammie Berglund and Lisa Reimegård, both 
working at the Swedish center for school 
biology at Uppsala University.

During the work with the comic book, we 
have received valuable input from experts on 
evolution: 
Lars Werdelin, who is a professor of 
paleontology at the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History and an expert on the 
evolution of the cat family. 

Henning Blom, who is a researcher in 
paleontology and an expert on the evolution 
of vertebrates, and 
Petra Korall, who is a researcher in 
systematic botany and also studies students’ 
understanding of evolutionary family trees, 
Henning and Petra both work at Uppsala 
University.

The comic book has also been reviewed by 
children and students. 

How did the comic book come about?

This comic book has emerged within the project Theory of 
evolution in comics, a collaboration between Linköping University, 
the Swedish center for school biology at Uppsala University, and 
an illustrator.
The fact that it became a story about cats falling into a portal, 
we have a creative 11-year-old to thank for - thank you, Stina!
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Here is a family tree with branches for five different species of cats. You might recognize 
them from the story? In this particular tree, we have drawn five species, but in reality, there 
are many more cat species. The ends with green leaves mean that the species are alive today.

Which species belongs on which branch
in the cat family tree?

Read the clues under the pictures.

Draw the correct cat species on the right 
branch of the tree.
Write their names on the signs.

I share common ance-
stors with all the other 
cats in this family tree. 
But our species does 
not exist in the present.

The name of my species comes 
from the pattern on our fur. In 
this tree, my closest relative is 
a cat species with tufts on its 
ears. It doesn’t matter which of 
us you put to the right or left. 
It will be correct either way.

I am equally related to 
the tiger and the lion. 
In this family tree, my 
closest relative is one of 
the smallest cat species 
that exist today.

In this particular 
family tree, the tiger 
is my closest relative.

ANOTHER BRAINTEASER...
A few hundred years ago, lions 
existed in almost all of Africa.
But the lions in South Africa died 
out. They are called Cape lions.
Draw a branch for them on the 
tree.

We wanna be included! 
We are also cat species! 
We are probably most 
closely related to the 

rusty-spotted cat.

Draw a branch 
for Clawd and 
Taffy in the 
tree.

BRAINTEASER!

ALL CATS ARE RELATED

tiger



In Cats on the Run, the reader follows two kittens as they acquaint 
themselves with some aspects of feline evolution, as well as the 
consequences of humans encroaching on animal habitats. This thought-
provoking comic can serve as a starting point for discussions and teaching 
about evolution and biodiversity for students (7–13 years).

Clawd and Taffy 
are two kittens 
who love to play 
and frolic. One day, 
they discover that 
the window to the 
yard is open.

They find themselves in 
an adventure where they 
meet both historical and 
contemporary relatives 
and help to prevent an 
impending CATastrophe!


